
 
 

 
 
Dear Interested Citizen: 
 
NYSDEC is announcing the availability 
of the draft Onondaga Lake Sediment 
Consolidation Area (SCA) Civil and 
Geotechnical Initial Design Submittal 
(IDS), along with the regulatory 
agencies’ comments that were generated 
based on their review of the document, 
for public review. If you have any 
questions or would like more 
information about this project, please 
contact: 
 
 Mr. Timothy Larson, P.E. 
 Project Manager 
 625 Broadway, 12th Floor 
 Albany, New York 12233-7016 
 Email: tjlarson@gw.dec.state.ny.us 
 
 
With respect to citizen participation 
inquiries, please contact: 
 

Ms. Diane Carlton or 
Ms. Stephanie Harrington 

Citizen Participation Specialists 
615 Erie Boulevard West 

Syracuse, New York 13204-2400 
(315) 426-7403 

Email: reg7info@gw.dec.state.ny.us 
 
 
For site-related health questions, 
please contact the New York State 
Department of Health (NYSDOH): 
 
 Mr. Mark Sergott 
 Project Manager 
 547 River Street 
 Troy, New York 12180-2216 
 (800) 458-1158, Ext. 27860 
 E-mail: beei@health.state.ny.us 
 

New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation 

 FACT SHEET 
 

DRAFT ONONDAGA LAKE SEDIMENT 
CONSOLIDATION AREA (SCA) CIVIL AND 

GEOTECHNICAL INITIAL DESIGN SUBMITTAL (IDS) 
 
 Onondaga Lake Bottom Site (#7-34-030) 
 Onondaga County - December 2009 
 

Introduction 
 
The draft Onondaga Lake Sediment Consolidation Area (SCA) Civil 
and Geotechnical Initial Design Submittal (IDS) is available for public 
review and comment. The SCA IDS is the second of four major design 
documents associated with the remediation of the Onondaga Lake 
Bottom and represents another major step in the design process.  
Separating the design into multiple components allows some activities 
to proceed faster (e.g., SCA and water treatment) in order to meet the 
remediation schedule and begin the dredging of sediments in 
Onondaga Lake during May of 2012.  
 
The four major initial design documents consist of: 

1) Dredging, Sediment Management and Water Treatment IDS 
(Dated February 2009);  

2) SCA Civil and Geotechnical IDS (Dated August 2009); 
3) Sediment Cap and Dredge Volume IDS (Early 2010); and  
4) Thin-Layer Capping, Nitrate Addition/Oxygenation, and 

Monitored Natural Recovery (Sediment Management Unit 8) 
IDS (Early 2011).  

 
The first IDS document submitted to the NYSDEC (Dredging, 
Sediment Management, and Water Treatment IDS) addresses the 
process of dredging sediments from the lake and transporting the 
sediments to the SCA, which will be located at Wastebed 13.   
 

SCA Civil and Geotechnical IDS 
 
This second IDS outlines how the SCA will be built and monitored 
during its operation. The design, which meets the objectives as 
outlined in the Onondaga Lake Record of Decision, outlines how the 
SCA will be constructed in order to protect – over the long-term – 
public health and the environment.  The NYSDEC has held several 
public meetings on the plans to restore Onondaga Lake including two 
in the Town of Camillus.  In addition, Honeywell has made numerous 
presentations to the Town and various local organizations and has led 
tours of Wastebed 13 for interested parties. 
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Major elements of the SCA Civil and Geotechnical IDS include: 
 

• SCA capacity, location and layout;  
• SCA liner system and liquid collection systems design;  
• Construction phasing; 
• Monitoring; and 
• Preliminary cover system design. 

 
The draft SCA design provides capacity to hold up to 2,653,000 cubic yards of dredged material (details for 
final dredging volumes, areas and depths will be part of the Sediment Cap and Dredge Volume IDS). The SCA 
Civil and Geotechnical IDS takes into consideration public comments, including the inclusion of a buffer zone 
to reduce visual impacts (as demonstrated in the drawing below). Additional public input will continue to be 
factored into the design. 
 

 
 
 
 
Extensive Investigations Completed on Wastebed 13 
 
The engineering analysis and design of the SCA are based on extensive investigations at Wastebed 13. The 
results of these investigations have been presented in data summary reports, which have been submitted to 
NYSDEC and USEPA and are available in the public document repositories.  This information has been used to 
obtain an understanding of the physical properties of Wastebed 13. 
  
 
Key Safety Features of the SCA 

Key SCA safeguards include: 
• A high-strength, composite liner consisting of a geo-membrane placed on a clay layer, safely sealing 

material inside the facility; 
• Liner materials designed specifically to handle sediment characteristics; 
• Extensive monitoring around the perimeter to make certain all materials remain inside the SCA; 
• Groundwater monitoring wells operating for decades around the wastebeds;  
• Precise monitoring of settling underneath the SCA to maintain its structural integrity; and 
• Construction in accordance with state and federal requirements. 
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Future Designs and Next Steps 

The sequencing and coordination of design and construction activities are critical to the overall success of the 
lake bottom remedy and will assure the process is efficient and completed on schedule. Section 7 of the IDS 
outlines the draft schedule of milestones associated with the design and construction of the SCA.  Additional 
milestone schedules associated with other components of the remedy (e.g., dredging, water treatment, capping), 
are/will be discussed in their respective IDS reports. 
 

Public Participation 
 
The NYSDEC, USEPA, NYSDOH and Honeywell are committed to working with community leaders, 
interested stakeholders and citizens to incorporate, as appropriate, input, recommendations, comments and 
perspectives into the technical designs. As part of the NYSDEC Citizen Participation Plan (CPP) for the Lake 
Bottom site, NYSDEC is working with the Lead Community Participation Working Group to provide 
opportunities for the public to receive information, ask questions, and provide input. 
 
Upcoming Informational Meeting 
 
The NYSDEC will hold a public information meeting on 
January 14, 2010, at the Martha Eddy Room in the Art and 
Home Center at the New York State Fairgrounds.  NYSDEC, 
USEPA, NYSDOH and Honeywell will discuss and answer 
questions about the SCA Design and the draft Onondaga Lake 
Habitat Plan for restoring habitats in and around Onondaga 
Lake. The Habitat Plan will be available for review in the 
document repositories on/or about December 18, 2009.    
 
Comments specific to the SCA Civil and Geotechnical IDS 
should be sent to: 
 

Mr. Timothy Larson, Project Manager 
NYSDEC  
625 Broadway, 12th Floor 
Albany, NY 12233-7013 
tjlarson@gw.dec.state.ny.us 

 
Although public input is encouraged throughout the design process, comments and questions specific to the 
SCA Civil and Geotechnical IDS are encouraged to be submitted no later than January 31, 2010, so that they 
can be most effectively considered in the final design.   
 

Project Contact List 
 
The DEC intends to utilize electronic mailing as much as possible for environmental and economic reasons. If you 
would like to begin receiving information on the Onondaga Lake Bottom site, such as this fact sheet, electronically, 
please sign up for the Onondaga Lake News email list by visiting www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/52545.html . Once 
signed up, please also notify the DEC at reg7info@gw.dec.state.ny.us to stop receiving printed copies in the mail. 
 
 
 

Public Information Meeting 
January 14, 2010 

 
NYS Fairgrounds, Martha Eddy Room, 

Art and Home Center 
 
5:00 P.M. Open House 
 

6:00 P.M. Information Meeting and 
Small Group Discussions 

 
Topics Include: 
 

 Sediment Consolidation Area 
Design 

 Restoring Habitats In and 
Around Onondaga Lake* 

 

* The Habitat Plan will be available for review 
on/or about December 18, 2009. 
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Location of Reports and Information 
 
The draft Onondaga Lake SCA Civil and Geotechnical IDS and other information on the Onondaga Lake 
cleanup are available online at http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/37558.html on the DEC website. The draft 
Onondaga Lake SCA Civil and Geotechnical IDS and other design documents are also available for review at 
all of the locations listed below.   
 

Atlantic States Legal Foundation 
658 West Onondaga Street 
Syracuse, NY 13204 
Phone: (315) 475-1170 
Please call for hours of availability 

Camillus Town Hall 
4600 West Genesee Street, Room 100 
Syracuse, NY 13219 
Phone: (315) 488-1234 
Hours: M-Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Liverpool Public Library 
310 Tulip Street 
Liverpool, NY 13088 
Phone: (315) 457-0310 
Hours: M - Th, 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Fri, 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Sat, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sun, 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Moon Library 
SUNY ESF 
1 Forestry Drive 
Syracuse, NY 13210 
Phone: (315) 470-6712 
Hours: check www.esf.edu/moonlib/ 

 

NYSDEC, Region 7 
615 Erie Blvd. West 
Syracuse, NY 13204-2400 
Phone: (315) 426-7400 
Hours: M - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. 
Please call for an appointment 

NYSDEC 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233-7016 
Phone: (518) 402-9676 
Hours: M - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. 
Please call for an appointment 

Onondaga County Public Library 
Syracuse Branch at the Galleries 
447 South Salina Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
Phone: (315) 435-1800 
Hours: M, Th, Fri, Sat, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Tu, W, 9:00 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Solvay Public Library 
615 Woods Road 
Solvay, NY 13209 
Phone: (315) 468-2441 
Hours: check www.solvay.library.org  
 

 


